2io                   INFANTILE ADULTS
be extremely misleading. A so-called strength can, in
reality, be a very serious weakness.
To be able to govern is an enviable quality; but to
ignore the help of counsel is dangerous. To be restive
under injustice is admirable; but all revolts should be
regulated by deliberation. Respect for authority con-
stitutes a fundamental of social organization; but to be
blindly influenced by precedent spells evolutionary
stagnation. Without the incentlye of ideals the man
herd would retrograde into savagery; but to lack
aggressive force to accomplish such ideals is a manifes-
tation of pathetic impotency.
It is possible to be a mental adult in some respects,
and yet to be psychically infantile in others; and,
sadly enough, most adult attainments are, at their best,
patchy.
Of course, it is not possible for a person to dig up all
the foundations of his personality, and then to rebuild
according to a new and better design. But it certainly
is possible to dig down, here and there, to inspect the
general character of the foundations, and to strengthen,
to modify, and generally to readjust various incidental
features of those foundations.
It is fairly easy for everyone to ascertain the existence
of simple complexes and simple fixations, to determine
their general character and influence, and to a very
substantial extent to disintegrate them. By the term
simple complex or simple fixation is meant a complex or
fixation so pronounced in character, so unmodified by
compensating Influences* as to constitute a glaring
weakness in the personality.
The most common form of simple complex is in
relation to the father, and the most common fixation is